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Celebrate Black History Month!
Picture Books
We Wait for the Sun by Dovey Johnson Roundtree, Illustrated by Katie McCabe
A cherished memory from Dovey Johnson Roundtree's childhood, this magical experience speaks to the joy
that pulsed through her life, even under the shadow of Jim Crow. With Grandma Rachel's lessons as her
guiding light, Dovey Mae would go on to become a trailblazer of the civil rights movement--fighting for
justice and equality in the military, the courtroom, and the church. With warm, vibrant illustrations from
Raissa Figueroa, We Wait for the Sun is a resonant, beautiful story told through one exquisite page turn
after another. *A Chicago Public Library Best of the Best Book of 2021
* Evanston Public Library 101 Great Books for Kids List of 2021*

The Highest Tribute: Thurgood Marshall’s Life, Leadership, and Legacy by Kekla Magoon
A brilliant picture book biography about Thurgood Marshall, who fought for equality during the Civil Rights
Movement and served as the first Black justice on the Supreme Court, from Coretta Scott King Honor
winners Kekla Magoon and Laura Freeman.
When Thurgood had to read the Constitution as punishment for a prank at school, his eyes were opened. It
was clear to him that Jim Crow laws were wrong, and he was willing to do whatever it took to change them.
His determination to make sure all Americans were treated equally led him to law school and then the
NAACP, where he argued cases like Brown v. Board of Education in front of the Supreme Court. But to
become a Justice on the highest court in the land, Thurgood had to make space for himself every step of the
way. * An SLJ Best Book of the Year * A Jane Addams Children's Book Award Finalist *

Jump at the Sun: the True Life Tale of Unstoppable Storycatcher Zora Neale Hurston
by Alicia Williams, and illustrator Jacqueline Alcántara
Zora was a girl who hankered for tales like bees for honey. Now, her mama always told her that if she
wanted something, "to jump at de sun", because even though you might not land quite that high, at least
you'd get off the ground. So Zora jumped from place to place, from the porch of the general store where
she listened to folktales, to Howard University, to Harlem. And everywhere she jumped, she shined sunlight
on the tales most people hadn't been bothered to listen to until Zora. The tales no one had written down
until Zora. Tales on a whole culture of literature overlooked...until Zora. Until Zora jumped.

Your Legacy: A Bold Reclaiming of Our Enslaved History by Schele Williams,
illustrated by Tonya Engel
Beginning in Africa before 1619, Your Legacy presents an unprecedentedly accessible, empowering, and
proud introduction to African American history for children. While your ancestors' freedom was taken from
them, their spirit was not; this book celebrates their accomplishments, acknowledges their sacrifices, and
defines how they are remembered--and how their stories should be taught.

Nina: A Story of Nina Simone by Traci Todd, illustrated by Christian Robinson
This illuminating and defining picture book biography illustrated by Caldecott Honoree Christian Robinson,
tells the story of little Eunice who grew up to become the acclaimed singer Nina Simone and her bold,
defiant, and exultant legacy.
During her first performances under the name of Nina Simone her voice was rich and sweet but as the Civil
Rights Movement gained steam, Nina's voice soon became a thunderous roar as she raised her voice in
powerful protest in the fight against racial inequality and discrimination.

R-E-S-P-E-C-T: Aretha Franklin, the Queen of Soul by Carol Boston Weatherford,
illustrated by Frank Morrison
Aretha Franklin was born to sing. The daughter of a pastor and a gospel singer, her musical talent was clear
from her earliest days in her father's Detroit church where her soaring voice spanned more than three
octaves.
Her string of hit songs earned her the title "the Queen of Soul," multiple Grammy Awards, and a place in the
Rock & Roll Hall of Fame. But Aretha didn't just raise her voice in song, she also spoke out against injustice
and fought for civil rights.
This authoritative, rhythmic, Coretta Scott King Illustration Award-winning picture book biography will
captivate young readers with Aretha's inspiring story.

Meet Miss Fancy by Irene Latham, illustrated by John Holyfield
A charming and significant story set prior to the Civil Rights Movement about a boy who finds a way to
challenge segregation laws.
Frank has always been obsessed with elephants. He loves their hosepipe trunks, tree stump feet, and swishswish tails. So when Miss Fancy, the elephant, retires from the circus and moves two blocks from his house
to Avondale Park, he's over the moon! Frank really wants to pet her. But Avondale Park is just for white
people, so Frank is not allowed to see Miss Fancy. Frank is heartbroken but he doesn't give up: instead he
makes a plan!
Frank writes to the City Council so his church can host a picnic in the park, and he can finally meet Miss
Fancy. All of his neighbors sign the letter, but when some protest, the picnic is cancelled and Frank is
heartbroken all over again. Then Miss Fancy escapes the zoo, and it's up to Frank to find her before she gets
hurt.

Brave Ballerina: The Story of Janet Collins By Michelle Meadows and Ebony Glenn
Janet Collins wanted to be a ballerina in the 1930s and 40s, a time when racial segregation was widespread
in the United States. Janet pursued dance with a passion, despite being rejected from discriminatory dance
schools. When she was accepted into the Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo as a teenager on the condition that
she paint her skin white for performances, Janet refused. She continued to go after her dreams, never
compromising her values along the way. From her early childhood lessons to the height of her success as
the first African American prima ballerina in the Metropolitan Opera, this is the story of a remarkable
pioneer.

So Tall Within: Sojourner Truth’s Long Walk Toward Freedom by Gary D. Schmidt,
illustrated by Daniel Minter
Sojourner Truth was born into slavery but possessed a mind and a vision that knew no bounds. So Tall
Within traces her life from her painful childhood through her remarkable emancipation to her incredible
leadership in the movement for rights for both women and African Americans. Her story is told with lyricism
and pathos by Gary D. Schmidt, one of the most celebrated writers for children in the twenty-first century,
and brought to life by award winning and fine artist Daniel Minter.

Muhammad Ali: A Champion is Born by Gene Barretta, illustrated by Frank Morrison
The Louisville Lip. The Greatest. The People's Champion. Muhammad Ali had many nicknames. But before
he became one of the most recognizable faces in the world, before the nicknames and the championships,
before he converted to Islam and changed his name to Muhammad Ali, he was twelve-year-old Cassius Clay
riding a brand-new red-and-white bicycle through the streets of Louisville, Kentucky. One fateful day, this
proud and bold young boy had that bike stolen, his prized possession, and he wouldn't let it go. Not without
a fight.
This would be the day he discovered boxing. And a champion was born.

Exquisite: The Poetry and Life of Gwendolyn Brooks by Suzanne Slade
Gwendolyn Brooks (1917-2000) is known for her poems about "real life." She wrote about love, loneliness,
family, and poverty--showing readers how just about anything could become a beautiful poem. Exquisite
follows Gwendolyn from early girlhood into her adult life, showcasing her desire to write poetry from a very
young age. Gwendolyn Brooks was the first Black person to win the Pulitzer Prize, receiving the award for
poetry in 1950. And in 1958, she was named the poet laureate of Illinois. *A 2021 Coretta Scott King Book
Award Illustrator Honor Book * A 2021 Robert F. Sibert Informational Honor Book * A 2021 Association of
Library Service to Children Notable Children's Book*

Follow Chester: A College Football Team Fights Racism and Makes History
by Gloria Respress-Churchwell and Laura Freeman
A little-known civil rights hero and college football MVP finally gets a voice in this fictional account detailing
Chester Pierce's game-changing role as the first Black college football player to compete south of the
Mason-Dixon Line.
In 1947, no African American player can play at a southern school; in return, the opposing team benches a
player of "equal talent." This historical fiction picture book frames a turbulent time in the civil rights era
with the clever use of a football play to show race relations and teamwork. Inspired by a true story,
capturing a historic defense against the Jim Crow laws of the South.

Stamped (For Kids): Racism, Antiracism, and You by Jason Reynolds and Ibram X. Kendi
Adapted from the award-winning, bestselling Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You, this book takes
readers on a journey from present to past and back again. Kids will discover where racist ideas came from,
identify how they impact America today, and meet those who have fought racism with antiracism. Along the
way, they'll learn how to identify and stamp out racist thoughts in their own lives.

Dave the Potter: Artist, Poet, Slave by Laban Carrick Hill
Dave was an extraordinary artist, poet, and potter living in South Carolina in the 1800s. He combined his
superb artistry with deeply observant poetry, carved onto his pots, transcending the limitations he faced as
a slave. In this inspiring and lyrical portrayal, National Book Award nominee Laban Carrick Hill's elegantly
simple text and award-winning artist Bryan Collier's resplendent, earth-toned illustrations tell Dave's story,
a story rich in history, hope, and long-lasting beauty.
* A Caldecott Honor * A Coretta Scott King Award Winner *

Runaway: The Daring Escape of Ona Judge by Ray Anthony Shepherd
Ona Judge was enslaved by the Washingtons, and served the President's wife, Martha. Ona was widely
known for her excellent skills as a seamstress, and was raised alongside Washington's grandchildren.
Indeed, she was frequently mistaken for his granddaughter. This poetic biography follows her childhood and
adolescence until she decides to run away.
Author Ray Anthony Shepard welcomes meaningful and necessary conversation among young readers
about the horrors of slavery and the experience of house servants through call-and-response style lines.
Illustrator Keith Mallett's rich paintings include fabric collage and add further feeling and majesty to Ona's
daring escape.

Before She Was Harriet by Lesa Cline-Ransome
We know her today as Harriet Tubman, but in her lifetime she was called by many names. As General
Tubman she was a Union spy. As Moses, she led hundreds to freedom on the Underground Railroad. As
Minty, she was a slave whose spirit could not be broken. As Araminta, she was a young girl whose father
showed her the stars and the first steps on the path to freedom.
An evocative poem and stunning watercolors come together to honor a woman of humble origins whose
courage and compassion make her a larger than life hero. * A Junior Library Guild Selection *
Coretta Scott King Honor Book * A Christopher Award winner * A Jane Addams Children's Honor Book * A
Booklist " Top of the List" selection *

