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Children’s Chapter Books 

 

 

Bat and the Waiting Game 

By Elana K. Arnold 
For Bixby Alexander Tam (nicknamed Bat), life is pretty great. He's the caretaker of the best baby skunk in 

the world--even Janie, his older sister, is warming up to Thor. 
When Janie gets a part in the school play and can't watch Bat after school, it means some pretty big 

changes. Someone else has to take care of the skunk kit in the afternoons, Janie is having sleepovers with 
her new friends, and Bat wants everything to go back to normal. 

He just has to make it to the night of Janie's performance... 
 

 

 

Planet Earth is Blue by Nicole Panteleakos 
Twelve-year-old Nova is eagerly awaiting the launch of the space shuttle Challenger --it's the first time a 

teacher is going into space, and kids across America will watch the event on live TV in their classrooms. Nova 

and her big sister, Bridget, share a love of astronomy and the space program. They planned to watch the 

launch together. But Bridget has disappeared, and Nova is in a new foster home. 
While foster families and teachers dismiss Nova as severely autistic and nonverbal, Bridget understands how 

intelligent and special Nova is, and all that she can't express. As the liftoff draws closer, Nova's new foster 

family and teachers begin to see her potential, and for the first time, she is making friends without Bridget. 

But every day, she's counting down to the launch, and to the moment when she'll see Bridget again. Because 

Bridget said, "No matter what, I'll be there. I promise." 

 

 

 

A Bird Will Soar by Alison Green Myers 
Axel loves everything about birds, especially eagles. No one worries that an eagle will fly too far and not 

come home-a fact Axel wishes his mother understood. Deep down, Axel knows that his mother is like an 

osprey-the best of all bird mothers-but it's hard to remember that when she worries and keeps secrets 

about important things. His dad is more like a wild turkey, coming and going as he pleases. His dad's latest 

disappearance is the biggest mystery of all. 
Despite all this, Axel loves his life-especially the time he spends with his friends observing the eagles' nest in 

the woods near his home. But when a tornado damages not only Axel's home but the eagles' nest, Axel's life 

is thrown into chaos. Suddenly his dad is back to help repair the damage, and Axel has to manage his dad's 

presence and his beloved birds' absence. Plus, his mom seems to be keeping even more secrets. 
But Axel knows another important fact- an eagle's instincts let it soar. Axel must trust his own instincts to 

help heal his family and the nest he loves. 
 

 

 

Al Capone Does My Shirts by Gennifer Choldenko 
Moose Flannagan moves with his family to Alcatraz so his dad can work as a prison guard and his sister, 
Natalie, can attend a special school. But Natalie has autism, and when she's denied admittance to the 

school, the stark setting of Alcatraz begins to unravel the tenuous coping mechanisms Moose's family has 
used for dealing with her disorder. 

When Moose meets Piper, the cute daughter of the Warden, he knows right off she's trouble. But she's also 
strangely irresistible. All Moose wants to do is protect Natalie, live up to his parents' expectations, and stay 

out of trouble. But on Alcatraz, trouble is never very far away. 
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Rules by Cynthia Lord 
Twelve-year-old Catherine just wants a normal life. Which is near impossible when you have a brother with 

autism and a family that revolves around his disability. She's spent years trying to teach David the rules from 

"a peach is not a funny-looking apple" to "keep your pants on in public" -- in order to head off David's 

embarrassing behaviors.But the summer Catherine meets Jason, a surprising, new sort-of friend, and Kristi, 

the next-door friend she's always wished for, it's her own shocking behavior that turns everything upside 

down and forces her to ask: What is normal? 

 

 

 

Get a Grip, Vivy Cohen! by Sarah Kapit 
Vivy Cohen is determined. She's had enough of playing catch in the park. She's ready to pitch for a real 

baseball team. 
But Vivy's mom is worried about Vivy being the only girl on the team, and the only autistic kid. She wants 

Vivy to forget about pitching, but Vivy won't give up. When her social skills teacher makes her write a letter 

to someone, Vivy knows exactly who to choose- her hero, Major League pitcher VJ Capello. Then two 

amazing things happen- A coach sees Vivy's amazing knuckleball and invites her to join his team. And VJ 

starts writing back! 
Now Vivy is a full-fledged pitcher, with a catcher as a new best friend and a steady stream of advice from VJ. 

But when a big accident puts her back on the bench, Vivy has to fight to stay on the team. 

 

 

 

West Meadows Detectives: The Case of the Berry Burglars by Liam O’Donnell 
 A First Chapter Book. Myron, the third-grade detective who loves logic, facts, and solving mysteries, gets the 

chance to crack a third case when he finds out the school garden has been trampled and the strawberry 

plants are missing. Are raccoons to blame? Or did the baseball team sabotage the garden to take back their 

outfield? When neighborhood gardens are also found short of strawberries, Myron and his friends are on 

the case. 
Myron's unique perspective from the autism spectrum and his eye for detail make him a top-notch sleuth. 

Similarly, the other neurodiverse kids in his resource room have unique talents that come in handy. Tech-

lover Glitch's satellite image-plotting skills, artsy Jordan's mould-making abilities, and super-social Hajrah's 

interview tactics come together to track down the culprits. Black-and-white spot illustrations accompany the 

text in the final West Meadows Detectives mystery, a fun and accessible page-turner for independent 

readers. 

 

 

 

A Kind of Spark by Elle McNicoll 
Ever since Ms. Murphy told us about the witch trials that happened centuries ago right here in Juniper, I 

can't stop thinking about them. Those people weren't magic. They were like me. Different like me. 
I'm autistic. I see things that others do not. I hear sounds that they can ignore. And sometimes I feel things 

all at once. I think about the witches, with no one to speak for them. Not everyone in our small town 

understands. But if I keep trying, maybe someone will. I won't let the witches be forgotten. Because there is 

more to their story. Just like there is more to mine. 
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