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  Celebrate Autism Acceptance Month!   

Young Adult Books 

 

 
Funny, You Don’t Look Autistic by Michael McCreary 

Like many others on the autism spectrum, 20-something stand-up comic Michael McCreary has been 
told by more than a few well-meaning folks that he doesn't "look" autistic. But, as he's quick to point 
out in this memoir, autism "looks" different for just about everyone with Autism Spectrum Disorder 

(ASD). 
Diagnosed with ASD at age five, McCreary got hit with the performance bug not much later. During a 

difficult time in junior high, he started journaling, eventually turning his pain into something 
empowering--and funny. He scored his first stand-up gig at age 14 and hasn't looked back. 

This unique and hilarious #OwnVoices memoir breaks down what it's like to live with autism for 
readers on and off the spectrum. Candid scenes from McCreary's life are broken up with funny 

visuals and factual asides. 
 

 

On the Edge of Gone by Corinne Duyvis 
January 29, 2035. That's the day the comet is scheduled to hit--the big one. Denise and her mother 

and sister, Iris, have been assigned to a temporary shelter outside their hometown of Amsterdam to 
wait out the blast, but Iris is nowhere to be found, and at the rate Denise's drug-addicted mother is 
going, they'll never reach the shelter in time. A last-minute meeting leads them to something better 
than a temporary shelter--a generation ship, scheduled to leave Earth behind to colonize new worlds 
after the comet hits. But everyone on the ship has been chosen because of their usefulness. Denise 
is autistic and fears that she'll never be allowed to stay. Can she obtain a spot before the ship takes 

flight? What about her mother and sister? When the future of the human race is at stake, whose 
lives matter most? 

 

 

Anything but Typical by Nora Raleigh Baskin 

Jason Blake is an autistic twelve-year-old living in a neurotypical world. Most days it's just a matter of 

time before something goes wrong. But Jason finds a glimmer of understanding when he comes 

across PhoenixBird, who posts stories to the same online site as he does. 
Jason can be himself when he writes and he thinks that PhoneixBird - her name is Rebecca - could be 

his first real friend. But as desperate as Jason is to met her, he's terrified that if they do meet, 

Rebecca will only see his autism and not who Jason really is. 

 

 

Kids Like Us by Hilary Reyl 

Martin is an American teen on the autism spectrum living in France with his mom and sister for the 

summer. He falls for a French girl who he thinks is a real-life incarnation of a character in his favorite 

book. Over time Martin comes to realize she is a real person and not a character in a novel while at 

the same time learning that love is not out of his reach just because he is autistic.  

 

 

The Reason I Jump by Naoki Higashida 

You've never read a book like The Reason I Jump. Written by Naoki Higashida, a very smart, very self-

aware, and very charming thirteen-year-old boy with autism, it is a one-of-a-kind memoir that 

demonstrates how an autistic mind thinks, feels, perceives, and responds in ways few of us can 

imagine. Parents and family members who never thought they could get inside the head of their 

autistic loved one at last have a way to break through to the curious, subtle, and complex life within. 
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