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Children’s Chapter Books 

 

 
Generation Misfits by Akemi Dawn Bowman 

Millie is attending a real school for the first time, and she dreams of finally having friends and a little bit of 
freedom. She finds her chance when she joins an imitation band of her favorite J-Pop group, where she's 

thrilled to meet a group of misfits who quickly become a tightknit group of friends that are like family. 
But Millie soon realizes that one of them is dealing with problems bigger than what notes to hit when it 

comes time for their performance. Can Millie help her friend, even when their problem feels too big to say 
out loud? 

 

 

A Room to Dream by Kelly Yang 
After years of hard work, Mia Tang finally gets to go on vacation with her family -- to China! A total dream 
come true! Mia can't wait to see all her cousins and grandparents again, especially her cousin Shen. As she 

roams around Beijing, witnessing some of the big changes China's going through, Mia thinks about the 
changes in her own life, like . . . 

1. Lupe's taking classes at the high school! And Mia's own plans to be a big writer are . . . stuck. 
2. Something happened with Jason and Mia has no idea what to do about it. 

3. New buildings are popping up all around the motel, and small businesses are disappearing. 
Can the Calivista survive? Buckle up! Mia is more determined than ever to get through the turbulence, now 

that she finally has . . . room to dream! 
 

 

Kazu Jones and the Denver Dognappers by Shauna M. Holyoak 
Packed with high stakes mystery and tons of heart, this first installment in a new series introduces Kazu 

Jones-a spunky, scrappy detective who's this generation's Harriet the Spy. 
When a string of dognappings grips her Denver neighborhood, Kazu Jones vows to track down the culprits. 
She can't stand to see more dogs go missing-especially once her neighbors' beloved pet is taken because of 

her gigantic mistake. 
With the help of her gang-including her best friend and expert hacker, March; and her ginormous, socially 

anxious pup, Genki-Kazu uncovers evidence that suggests the dognapping ring is bigger than she ever 
imagined. But the more she digs, the more dangerous her investigation becomes. The dognappers are 

getting bolder, and Genki could be next . . . 
 

 

Jasmine Toguchi, Mochi Queen by Debbi Michiko Florence 
The first book in a new chapter book series featuring a spunky Japanese-American heroine! 
Eight-year-old Jasmine Toguchi is a flamingo fan, tree climber, and top-notch mess-maker! 

She's also tired of her big sister, Sophie, always getting to do things first. For once, Jasmine wishes SHE could 
do something before Sophie -- something special, something different. The New Year approaches, and as the 

Toguchi family gathers in Los Angeles to celebrate, Jasmine is jealous that her sister gets to help roll mochi 
balls by hand with the women. Her mom says that Jasmine is still too young to join in, so she hatches a plan 

to help the men pound the mochi rice instead. Surely her sister has never done THAT before. 
But pounding mochi is traditionally reserved for boys. And the mochi hammer is heavier than it looks. Can 

Jasmine build her case and her mochi-making muscles in time for New Year's Day? 
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Bone Talk by Candy Gourlay 
It is 1899. Ten year old Samkad thinks he knows everything about the world. He knows that home is in the 
mountains. He knows who his friends and his enemies are. And he knows that he will grow up to become a 

warrior like his dad, with his own shield, spear and axe. His best friend is Little Luki and she too wants to 
become a warrior - though there's little chance of that because she is just a girl. Then strangers arrive: a boy 
with many languages in his throat ... and weird-looking men called Americans who bring war and death. Set 

during the U.S. invasion of the Philippines. 
 

 

Any Day with You by Mae Respicio 
Kaia and her family live near the beach in California, where the fun of moviemaking is all around them. Kaia 
loves playing with makeup and creating special effects, turning her friends into merfolk and other magical 

creatures. 
This summer, Kaia and her friends are part of a creative arts camp, where they're working on a short movie 

to enter in a contest. The movie is inspired by the Filipino folktales that her beloved Tatang, her great-
grandfather, tells. Tatang lives with her family and is like the sparkle of her special-effects makeup. When 

Tatang decides that it is time to return to his homeland in the Philippines, Kaia will do anything to convince 
him not to go. 

 

 

Dear America: The Story of an Undocumented Citizen (Young Readers Edition) 

by Jose Antonio 

In this young readers' adaptation of his adult memoir Dear America, Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist and 
undocumented immigrant Jose Antonio Vargas tells his story. 

Jose was only twelve years old when he was brought to the United States from the Philippines to live with 
his grandparents. He didn't know it, but he was sent to the U.S. illegally. 

When he applied for a learner's permit, he learned the truth, and he spent the next almost twenty years 
keeping his immigration status a secret. Hiding in plain sight, he was writing for some of the most prestigious 
news organizations in the country. Only after publicly admitting his undocumented status--risking his career 

and personal safety--was Vargas able to live his truth. 
This book asks questions including, How do you define who is an American? How do we decide who gets to 

be a citizen? What happens to those who enter the U.S. without documentation? 

 

 

Running on the Roof of the World by Jess Butterworth 
Tash lives in Tibet, where as a practicing Buddhist she must follow many rules to avoid the wrath of the 

occupying Chinese soldiers. Life remains peaceful as long as Tash, her family, and their community hide their 
religion and don't mention its leader, the Dalai Lama. 

The quiet is ruptured when a man publicly sets himself on fire to protest the occupation. In the crackdown 
that follows, soldiers break into Tash's house and seize her parents. Tash barely escapes, and soon she and 
her best friend, Sam, along with two borrowed yaks, flee across the mountains, where they face blizzards, 

hunger, a treacherous landscape, and the constant threat of capture. It's a long, dangerous trip to the Indian 
border and safety--and not all will make it there. 

This action-packed novel tells a story of courage, hope, and the powerful will to survive, even in the most 
desperate circumstances. 

 

 

Inside Out & Back Again by Thanhha Lai 
Inspired by the author's childhood experience as a refugee--fleeing Vietnam after the Fall of Saigon and 

immigrating to Alabama--this coming-of-age debut novel told in verse has been celebrated for its touching 
child's-eye view of family and immigration. 

Hà has only ever known Saigon: the thrills of its markets, the joy of its traditions, and the warmth of her 
friends close by. But now the Vietnam War has reached her home. Hà and her family are forced to flee as 

Saigon falls, and they board a ship headed toward hope--toward America. 
This moving story of one girl's year of change, dreams, grief, and healing received four starred reviews, 

including one from Kirkus which proclaimed it "enlightening, poignant, and unexpectedly funny." 
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Mindy Kim and the Lunar New Year Parade by Lyla Lee 
Fresh Off the Boat meets Junie B. Jones in this second novel in an adorable new chapter book series about 

Mindy Kim, a young Asian American girl who is getting ready to celebrate Lunar New Year! 
Mindy is excited to celebrate the Lunar New Year! Even though it's the first one without her mom, Mindy is 
determined to enjoy the day. She decides to make traditional Korean New Year food, a rice cake soup that's 
her favorite. But things aren't going quite to plan, and the celebration doesn't feel the same as it did before. 

With the help of her family and friends, can Mindy find a way to still enjoy her old holiday traditions, and 
create new ones along the way? 

 

 

When You Trap a Tiger by Tae Keller 
Would you make a deal with a magical tiger? This uplifting story brings Korean folklore to life as a girl goes 

on a quest to unlock the power of stories and save her grandmother. 
Some stories refuse to stay bottled up... 

When Lily and her family move in with her sick grandmother, a magical tiger straight out of her halmoni's 
Korean folktales arrives, prompting Lily to unravel a secret family history. Long, long ago, Halmoni stole 

something from the tigers. Now they want it back. And when one of the tigers approaches Lily with a deal--
return what her grandmother stole in exchange for Halmoni's health--Lily is tempted to agree. But deals with 

tigers are never what they seem! With the help of her sister and her new friend Ricky, Lily must find her 
voice...and the courage to face a tiger. 
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