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  Celebrate Asian American and 

Pacific Islander Month!   

Picture Books 

 

 

A Boy Named Isamu by James Yang 
Awarded an Asian/Pacific American Award for Literature Picture Book Honor, this stunning picture book 

brings to life the imagination of Japanese American artist, Isamu Noguchi. 
If you are Isamu, stones are the most special of all. 

How can they be so heavy? 
Would they float if they had no weight? 

Wandering through an outdoor market, through the forest, and then by the ocean, Isamu sees things 
through the eyes of a young artist . . .but also in a way that many children will relate. Stones look like 

birds. And birds look like stones. 
Through colorful artwork and exquisite text, Yang translates the essence of Noguchi so that we can all 

begin to see as an artist sees. 
 

 

It Began with a Page: How Gyo Fujikawa Drew the Way 

by Kyo Maclear, illustrated by Julie Morstad 
Growing up in California, Gyo Fujikawa always knew that she wanted to be an artist. During World War 

II, Gyo’s family was forced to abandon everything and was taken to an internment camp in Arkansas. Far 

away from home, Gyo worked as an illustrator in New York while her innocent family was imprisoned. 

Seeing the diversity around her and feeling pangs from her own childhood, Gyo became determined to 

show all types of children in the pages of her books. There had to be a world where they saw themselves 

represented. 

 

 

Natsumi! by Susan Lendroth, illustrated by Priscilla Burris 
Natsumi is small but full of big exuberance, and puts her girl-power to good use when she discovers a 

Japanese tradition as energetic as she is. 
When Natsumi's family practices for their town's Japanese arts festival, Natsumi tries everything. But her 

stirring is way too vigorous for the tea ceremony, her dancing is just too imaginative, and flower 
arranging doesn't go any better. Can she find just the right way to put her exuberance to good use? 

This heartwarming tale about being true to yourself is perfect for readers who march to their own beat. 
 

 

Sakamoto’s Swim Club: How a Teacher Led an Unlikely Team to Victory 

by Julie Abery 
In a unique approach that makes for a moving read-aloud, Julie Abery uses limited rhyming text to tell 

the little-known story of Coach Sakamoto and the Three-Year Swim Club. The stunning art of award-

winning and highly acclaimed Chris Sasaki perfectly complements the lyrical storytelling. This inspiring 

picture book offers excellent lessons in perseverance, believing in yourself and not letting others define 

you, while wonderfully capturing how one person can make a huge difference in the lives of others. In 

highlighting the team's "bright and loud" presence at events, with their Hawaiian dress and ukulele, it 

also encourages children to take pride in their heritage and view it as a strength. 
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Snow Angel, Sand Angel 

by Lois-Ann Yamanaka 
Claire has been surrounded by the deep blue waves of Hapuna Beach and the magnificent mountains of 

Hawai'i all her life, but has never, ever seen snow. When her father drives her and her family to the top 

of the Mauna Kea, she can't help but to be disappointed...it's not the winter wonderland she's always 

dreamed of. And that's what she wants, more than anything. 

But as Claire edges ever closer to the new year, she wonders if maybe-- just maybe--she can delight in 

the special joys of winter in her own way--right there, on her Big Island of Hawaii. 

 

 

 

Ho’Onani: Hula Warrior by Heather Gale 
Ho'onani feels in-between. She doesn't see herself as wahine (girl) OR kane (boy). She's happy to be in 

the middle. But not everyone sees it that way. 
When Ho'onani finds out that there will be a school performance of a traditional kane hula chant, she 

wants to be part of it. But can a girl really lead the all-male troupe? Ho'onani has to try . . . 
Based on a true story, Ho'onani- Hula Warrior is a celebration of Hawaiian culture and an empowering 

story of a girl who learns to lead and learns to accept who she really is--and in doing so, gains the respect 
of all those around her. 

 

 

Watercress by Andrea Wang 
Driving through Ohio in an old Pontiac, a young girl's parents stop suddenly when they spot watercress 
growing wild in a ditch by the side of the road. Grabbing an old paper bag and some rusty scissors, the 
whole family wades into the muck to collect as much of the muddy, snail covered watercress as they 

can. 
At first, she's embarrassed. Why can't her family get food from the grocery store? But when her mother 

shares a story of her family's time in China, the girl learns to appreciate the fresh food they foraged. 
Together, they make a new memory of watercress. 

 

 

Amy Wu and the Patchwork Dragon by Kat Zhang 
Amy loves craft time at school. But when her teacher asks everyone to make their own dragon, Amy 

feels stuck. Her first dragon has a long, wingless body, stag-like horns, and eagle claws, but her friends 
don't think it's a real dragon. Then she makes dragons like theirs, but none of them feels quite 

right...None of them feels like hers. 
After school, a story from Grandma sparks new inspiration, and Amy rounds up her family to help her. 

Together, can they make Amy's perfect dragon? 
 

 

The Shadow in the Moon: A Tale of the Mid-Autumn Festival by Christina Matula 
Two sisters and their grandmother celebrate a popular Chinese holiday with family. Their favorite part? 

Mooncakes, of course--along with Ah-ma's story of the ancient Chinese tale of Hou Yi, a brave young 
archer, and his wife, Chang'E. A long, long time ago, Hou Yi rescued the earth from the heat of ten suns. 

The Immortals rewarded him with a magic potion that could let him live in the sky with them forever. 
But when a thief tries to steal the potion, what will Chang'E do to keep it out of dangerous hands? The 

sisters are mesmerized by Ah-ma's retelling and the fact that the very mooncakes they enjoy each 
holiday are a symbol of this legend's bravest soul. 

 

 

Eyes that Speak to the Stars By Joanna Ho 
A young boy comes to recognize his own power and ability to change the future. When a friend at school 

creates a hurtful drawing, the boy turns to his family for comfort. He realizes that his eyes rise to the 

skies and speak to the stars, shine like sunlit rays, and glimpse trails of light from those who came 

before--in fact, his eyes are like his father's, his agong's, and his little brother's, and they are visionary. 
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New Year  by Zihan Mei 
It's Lunar New Year, a time when families come together for a wonderful feast, and a father longs to be 

with his daughter--but she lives in another country. As he imagines how his daughter is spending the 

festivities, he recalls fond memories of time spent with her, feeling a sense of loss and dislocation. While 

he misses her deeply, he also recognizes her need to move away, grow up, and become herself. New 

Year is a stunning portrait of leaving home, finding independence, and loving those who are many miles 

away. 

 

 

In a Village by the Sea by Muon Van 
Written in a spare, lyrical style using fresh, evocative imagery, In a Village by the Sea tells the story of 

longing for the comforts of a Vietnamese home. 

 

The Most Beautiful Thing by Kao Kalia Yang 
Drawn from author Kao Kalia Yang's childhood experiences as a Hmong refugee, this moving picture 
book portrays a family with a great deal of love and little money. Weaving together Kalia's story with 
that of her beloved grandmother, the book moves from the jungles of Laos to the family's early years in 
the United States. 
When Kalia becomes unhappy about having to do without and decides she wants braces to improve her 
smile, it is her grandmother--a woman who has just one tooth in her mouth--who helps her see that true 
beauty is found with those we love most. Stunning illustrations from Vietnamese illustrator Khoa Le 
bring this intergenerational tale to life. 

  

 

Sunday Funday in Koreatown by Aram Kim 
Yoomi and Daddy are going to Koreatown today! This story celebrates family, resilience, and Korean 

culture. 
Yoomi has planned the perfect Sunday! But the shirt she wants to wear is in the laundry. And she doesn't 

have the seaweed she needs for a kimbap breakfast. 
So Yoomi wears another shirt and eats a different breakfast, and she and Daddy take a bus to 

Koreatown, where they read Korean books, eat Korean treats such as patbingsu and tteokbokki, and visit 
Grandma. Though Yoomi's perfect day is filled with mishaps and things don't always go her way, Yoomi 

learns the advantages of being resilient and open-minded. Yoomi's imperfect day is better than she ever 
could have imagined! 

 

 

Danbi Leads the School Parade by Anna Kim 
After moving from South Korea, Danbi is thrilled to start her new school in America. But a bit nervous 

too, for when she walks into the classroom, everything goes quiet. Everyone stares. Danbi wants to join 
in the dances and the games, but she doesn't know the rules and just can't get anything right. Luckily, 

she isn't one to give up. With a spark of imagination, she makes up a new game and leads her classmates 
on a parade to remember!  

 

 

One Hug by Katrina Moore 
As a family wakes up to begin preparing for the arrival of their immigrant relatives, the littlest girl begins 
to feel left out and nervous. But an encouraging brother and the welcoming arms of her grandma help 
end the day with a belly full of food, jars full of fireflies, and all in cozy, snuggly slumber. 

From the dazzling talents of debut author Katrina Moore and illustrator Julia Woolf comes a fun, cuddly 
story that reminds readers how one simple hug can go a long, happy way. A perfect read-aloud to share 
in classrooms or at bedtime! 
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